
would swap places so each 

cadet would have a portion of 

the flight in the front right 

seat.  The flight was very 

successful and each cadet 

walked away with an experi-

ence they will remember for 

a long time. 

Congratulations to SM. 

“Chip” Holt, welcome aboard 

and great job! 

On Saturday, 08 November 

2009, the St. Croix Squadron, 

Civil Air Patrol (CAP) has 

added a new cadet orienta-

tion pilot to the squadron 

roster.   

SM. Henry “Chip” Holt joined 

the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) 

back in July 2009.  He is also 

a retired U.S, Air Force Pilot 

and airline pilot.  He recently 

passed his CAP Form 5 pilot 

review and orientation pilot 

qualifications. 

He gave his first CAP orienta-

tion flights to C/A1C Kati 

Jents and C/Amn. Samantha 

Carlstrom.  This was Cadet 

Carlstrom’s first orientation 

flight and Cadet Jents’ third.  

SM. Chip Holt started out on 

the ground by taking the time 

to go over all of the planned 

flight goals and what each of 

the cadets would expect from 

this flight. 

His plan, was to have a wan-

dering local flight which 

would eventually end up at 

the New Richmond, WI. 

Airport.  There the cadets 

St. Croix Welcomes New Orientation Pilot! 

Two Cadets Chosen for 12th CTG at SSE 
On Monday, 16 November 

2009, it was announced from 

Minnesota Wing HQ that  2 

of St. Croix’s top cadet 

NCO’s were named to the 

Minnesota Wing 2010 Cadet 

Training Group (CTG) Staff 

Selection Exercise (SSE) for 

the next 2010 Encampment. 

Congratulations are in order 

for the St. Croix squadrons 

own C/CMSgt. Grady Bell 

and C/CMSgt. David Trudeau 

who have been named to 

serve at Flight Commanders 

in the next 2010 summer 

encampment staff positions. 

These two cadets have 

served in various positions in 

past summer encampments 

and have served with distinc-

tion.  Both of these cadets 

are a credit to themselves 

and to the St. Croix Compos-

ite Squadron .  They serve as 

a benchmark of what a cadets 

can achieve. 
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Upcoming Minnesota 
Wing Events 

¶ Winter Survival Weekend       

08 January @ Bemidji Area  

¶ Mission Base Academy Training  

15 January @ Volk Field ANGB  

¶  Inspector General (IG) Classes  

30 January @ 934th AFRB  

¶ Encampment Staff Training     

19 February @ Camp Ripley  

¶ Aircrew 1 Scanner Course 2010  

20 February @ TBA  

¶ ICS 300 FEMA Training Course  

26 February @ TBA  

Inside this issue: 

St. Croix Squadron has a  New 

Cadet Orientation Pilot 1 

2 STX Cadets selected to 

serve at 12th CTG at SSE 2 

Senior Member recognized for 

Public Affairs Achievement 3 

Senior member receives 

Grover Loening Award 4 

St. Croix Squadron Responds 

to RED CAP  Search & Rescue 5 

 
 

 
 

SM. Chip Holt briefs both 
Cadets C/A1C Kati Jents & 
C/Amn. Samanth Carlstrom 
on the flight plan. 

(L-R) C/Amn. Samanth Carl-
strom & C/A1C Kati Jents 
pose together. 

òTogether We Prevailó 



On Thursday, 12 November 

2009, St. Croix squadron Pub-

lic Affairs Officer 2Lt. Scott 

Richardson was presented  

with an Achievement Award by 

Minnesota Wing Commander, 

Col. Thomas Theis at the 

weekly squadron meeting. 

Col. Thomas Simonet (1Lt. 

CAP) in a brief traditional cere-

mony in keeping with the finest 

of the United States Air Force 

traditions, read aloud to the 

members assembled, the con-

tents of the Achievement 

award being presented. 

Afterward, Minnesota Wing 

commander, Col. Thomas 

Theis presented the framed 

award and one of his personal 

Commanders coins as a symbol 

of his personal appreciation for 

all of his hard work in Public 

Affairs for the Minnesota Wing. 

This award was originally pre-

sented during the North Cen-

tral Region Annual Conference 

in Des Monies, Iowa on 31 

October 2009 at the awards 

banquet night.  This is an an-

nual banquet for all of the 

members from around the 

Region to gather and recognize  

outstanding achievements by 

member Wings, Squadrons and 

individual members. 

The Civil Air Patrol’s Achieve-

ment Award, which was pre-

sented, is for Outstanding Duty 

Performance during the period 

from 01 May 2008 to 01 May 

2009.  The 2009 Public Affairs 

Academy has recognized 2Lt. 

Scott Richardson for the cate-

gory of outstanding website 

and content in the pursuit of 

Public Affairs. 

When asked to comment on 

the award, Lt. Richardson said, 

“this is a great honor to be 

recognized by the North Cen-

tral Region and the Minnesota 

Wing form my work in Public 

Affairs.”  “It really is the work 

of all the members of the 

squadron and the project offi-

cers who led our members on 

the events in which I had the 

privilege to cover.”  “I would 

like to thank Capt. Dalen 

Kruse for all of his efforts and 

support to make the website 

what it is!” 

The award is for the look, 

content, activities and the up 

to date information displayed 

on the squadron website as a 

whole.  The website also re-

flects the hard work and dedi-

cation of the squadron mem-

bers to keep everyone active 

and engaged in the Civil Air 

Patrol mission. 

Thank you to Minnesota Wing 

Commander, Col. Thomas 

Theis and Minnesota Wing 

Group 3 / Anoka Squadron 

Public Affairs Officer, 1Lt. 

George Supan for coming out 

to personally present this 

award to 2Lt. Richardson. 

members CAP career. 

This achievement marks a 

members dedication to leader-

ship and personal development 

in Civil Air patrol. 

This award was first given in 

1964 in honor of the late 

Grover Loening.  As a pioneer 

in aviation, he was the first 

civilian member of National Air 

and Space Museum’s Advisory 

Board. 

Congratulations are in order 

for Senior Member Stefan Syl-

vander for completing level III 

of the Civil Air Patrol’s (CAP) 

professional development 

track. 

Stefan Sylvander was officially 

awarded the Grover Loening 

Award by Civil Air Patrols 

National Headquarters on 10 

December 2009, which marks 

this achievement in a senior 

Along with this achievement a 

member is eligible for promo-

tion to the rank of Major. 

Stefan Sylvander was promoted 

to the rank of Major on 16 

December 2009. 

Congratulations to Major 

Stefan Sylvander. 

On behalf of the Squadron 

Commander and all of the 

members of the St. Croix 

squadron, Congratulations! 

Senior Member Recognized for PA Achievement 

St. Croix Senior Earn Grover Loening Award 

A Quote by the St. 

Croix Squadron 

Commander, Capt 

David Yost òThe 

World is Run by 

those who show up!ó 
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(L-R) 2Lt. Scott Richardson & 
Minnesota Wing Commander, 
Col. Thomas Theis 



The Civil Air Patrol’s Mission Statement 

òCivil Air Patrol, the Official Auxiliary of the United States Air Force, is a non-profit organization with 58,000 

members nation wide.  CAP in itõs Air Force Auxiliary role, performs 90% of the Continental U.S. in-land 

search and rescue missions as tasked by Air Force Rescue Coordination Center (AFRCC) and was credited by 

the AFRCC for saving 72 lives in fiscal year 2009.  Itõs volunteers also perform Homeland Security, Disaster 

Relief and Counter-Drug missions at the request of Federal, State and local agencies.  Our members play a 

leading role in Aerospace Education and serve as mentors to more than 23,000 young people currently serv-

ing in CAP Cadet programs.  CAP has been performing missions for America for 68 years.ó 

immediately started to contact 

members who would be able 

to assemble for both flight and 

ground crews who could re-

spond to this call for rescuers. 

This search and rescue effort 

spanned multiple days and 

many aircrews flew sorties and 

conducted ground operations.   

Everyday of this search and 

rescue, St. Croix members had 

responded with a maximum 

effort.   

Many members from around 

Minnesota, North & South 

Dakota Wings helped in 

searching for this downed air-

man.  Even though the out-

come was not what everyone 

had hopped for, the monumen-

When the Air Force Rescue 

Coordination Center (AFRCC) 

contacted the Minnesota Wing 

and sent out the call for search 

and rescue operations, mem-

bers of the St. Croix Squadron 

stepped up to serve.   

St. Croix members volun-

teered many hours  in re-

sponse to the Minnesota Wings 

search and rescue efforts. 

Minnesota Wing established a 

mission base at the Brainerd 

Municipal airport (BRD) at 

Brainerd, Minnesota. 

St. Croix’s Emergency Services 

Officer, Capt. Dalen Kruse 

started the response chain for 

our Squadron late in the day 

on Friday, November 14th.  He 

tal efforts put forth by CAP 

were much appreciated by the 

family of Andrew Lindberg, 

AFRCC, State of Minnesota 

and CAP/NHQ. 

Minnesota Wing Incident Com-

mander (IC) Lt. Col. Chet 

Wilberg had said, “It was great 

to see everyone contributed 

100% and even though we 

were not the ones who found 

him, we all played a huge part 

in that effort and did our jobs 

well.” 

Congratulations are in order 

for all of the St.  Croix Squad-

ron members who turned out  

and worked so hard in this 

monumental effort for this Red 

CAP mission. 

St. Croix Squadron Responds to Red CAP 

òCitizens Serving Communities: 
Above and Beyondó 

Promotions & Awards 

Stefan Sylvander Major  

Ethan Pike C/Staff Sergeant 

Kati Jents  C/Senior Airman 

Vince Peterson C/Sr. Master Sergeant 

Alex Swanson C/Master Sergeant 

C/SSgt. Ethan Pike Wright Bros. Award 

New Members 

New Cadet Members: 

Dan Maslowski 07 Dec. 2009 

William Martinez  17 Dec. 2009 

Thomas Jents 23 Dec. 2009 

Member Count:  70 

Seniors  38 & Cadets  32    

Trivia Question: 

What is the name of the First  Com-

mander of the Civil Air Patrol? 

Answer from last month:  

General Happ Arnold was the first 

CAP National Commander. 

 St. Croix Composite Squadron 

Minnesota Wing 
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Next Issue:  

March/April 2010 

¶ Winter ES Exercises 

¶ MNWing  SAREx 

¶ Cadet activities 

¶ Awards & Promotions 

¶ Squadron announcement 

 


